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Name:   Bev Morgan
Outcome Group: Childrens First Strategic Board
Date of meeting:  8th March 2010
Time and duration: 1pm – 3.30p.m
Venue: Acre Lane
	Summary of the Meeting Contents


	This group feeds into the Enjoy & Achieve Strategy Group who then feeds into the Children’s Trust.
It is Chaired by Mark Parkinson.

The majority of people who attend are from early years settings but the group is looking to change this.



	Healthy Child Programme

Integrated Working

Childrens Centres
Home Safety Equipment Scheme

Job Centre Plus


	The Families Information Service is now live for people to access. There is a planned pilot of kiosks in Children’s Centres so people can access it.

Healthy Child Programme is the early intervention and prevention public health programme at the heart of universal services for children and families. The programme acknowledges that Children’s Centres are key to delivering community based services. Further areas of interest include the re-introduction of screening at 2yrs has led to an increase in appropriate Speech and Language referrals. Midwives are now leading the delivery of services in Children’s Centres. Health Visitors are still GP attached but there are plans to move to locality based. The size of Health Visitor teams are theoretically aligned to the needs of the community, but in reality there remains a shortage in Birkenhead.

There is a conference planned for Grandparent Carers. The Family Information Service and the Job Centre Plus Carer Partnership Manager will be able to offer support with this.

Children Centre Managers Kath Shaughnessy and Liz Appleby are working with the probations service to ensure any parents on probation with a child under 5yrs has all the info and support they need from Children Centres. There will also be targeted parenting groups for them from September.
Children’s Centres are working closely with libraries to raise the profile of Bookstart to make sure every child in Wirral can access.
Children’s Centres are working with health colleagues to ensure sustainability of breastfeeding support groups and Baby Friendly status. To achieve Baby Friendly status a Health Visitor needs to be present so there will be 4 Baby Cafes with Health Visitors attending to support Children’s Centre staff. The other Baby Cafes will be run by Children Centre staff only and will be called Breastfeeding Support Groups.

Children’s Centres and Home-Start Wirral Staff have been trained to complete health and safety home assessments for the families they are working with. Merseyside Fire Service will then deliver and install equipment such as fireguards and stair gates.
Jo Beet represents Job Centre Plus and informed the group that JCP now have a Mental Health co-ordinator in post. They are going to be in talks with the Children Centres re: training.

Jo talked about the new Child Poverty Act and wanted to ensure that everyone was aware of it, and asked what the group could do to look at some of the issues relating to Child Poverty.
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