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	Parental Mental Health Conference

	This conference looked at how frontline social workers and other agencies can work together to positively safeguard children who have parents that are affected by mental health issues.

	Summary of the Meeting Contents
	In many cases parental mental illness will not adversely affect a child’s developmental needs. However, it is essential to assess the implications of parental mental illness for each child in the family.

There are several circumstances which may affect the safety and development of children whose parents have mental health problems. 

There have been a spate of cases reported in the news recently were parents have killed their children while seemingly to be suffering from mental health issues/depression/stress.  Historically, social workers try to work with families to keep them together; lately there is a clear shift in thinking at local level. This conference examined how is this affecting practice and how thresholds for safeguarding children being re-defined.

Workshops and Speakers covered the following:
· Protocols for Safeguarding Children who have Parents with a Mental Health Problem 

· Conducting Effective Risk Assessments and Managing Referrals 

· Think Child, Think Parent, Think Family: Implementing the (new) SCIE Parental Mental Health and Child Welfare Guidance 

· Introduction to the Graded Care profile as an assessment tool for neglect 

· Training and knowledge sharing to develop a whole-family approach 

· Taking Children into Care: Where should thresholds for care proceedings should be placed? 

· Young Carers: How to effectively support children (as carers) of adults with mental health problems

I have the pack from the conference – bevmorgan@homestartwirral.co.uk. Which I am sure many will find interesting. Unfortunately there is only a hard copy but if you would like a copy of the powerpoint slides, etc. please contact me.
One document that is of particular interest is Understanding Serious Case Reviews and their Impact - A Biennial Analysis of Serious Case Reviews 2005-07which you will find along with this report on the Link Forum Website entitled DCSF-RR.
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