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      Link Forum Minutes

                     October 2010
Members Present
Hazel Thompson - Link Worker
Chris McMahon – Arch Initiatives

Diane Challinor – WIRED
Debbie McKenzie – Crossroads Care

Anne James – Wired Parent Partnership
Sue Barker – Forum Housing Association
Sue Tillotson – Girlguiding Wirral

Karen McCabe – Wirral Women and Children’s Aid

Chris McMahon – Arch Initiatives

Samantha Denney – Arena Options, Our House


Apologies
Peter Brandrick – Forum Housing, Co- Chair Link Forum

Bev Morgan - Home-Start, Co- Chair Link Forum

Viv Kenwright – Wirral CVS

Rev. Dallas Ayling – Birkenhead Priory Parish

Elly Daly – Arena Options (Our House)

Jill Quayle – Tranmere Community Project
Jane Owens – Viking Youth Club

Mary Kilcoyne – Catholic Children’s Society
Minutes of previous meeting

Agreed. 
Information Update

Arch Initiatives – Cafe to become an alcohol drop in – being promoted with G.P’s to give vouchers for tea and coffee but difficult to engage as GP’s are often too busy – implications for GP consortia?
Wirral Women and Children’s Aid

New worker – Karen McCabe, similar work to Lesley New’s previous role but with new reach out to Heswall, Moreton, West Kirby extending coverage.

Girlguiding – at 20.10, on 20.10.10 end of centenary year for Girlguiding.  World Group is meeting in Oxford with a link over the web so all can be co-ordinated at the same time.  4000 expected at Birkenhead Park – Great vision looking forward to next 100 years
Crossroads – Barnstondale weekend planned for Lindale School

Arena Options – Based in Rock Ferry with a base in Seacombe.

WIRED – Di Challinor – Talk about ADHD at Adcote House, specialist teacher has left and not been replaced- parent group has also folded.  A new Parent Support group begins on Fri 19th November at Columbia Hall in Adcote House – venue offered for just the first session.  Room to be made available at St. James for the group to continue.  Contact Nicky Wilson CAMHS, 647 0148

Forum also hoping to start a self help group for ADHD young people.

Reps Feedback

Be Healthy - Meeting poorly attended.  PCT are moving to Old Market House from Westminster House

West Wirral District Board – Poor attendance meant that issues were not discussed.

Wallasey District Board – Well attended- presentations around DV, needs to be some work done around YP 16-17 age group as Family Safety Unit only works with 18+.  DV being highlighted in Wallasey area as high number of referrals to FSU.  Gap in staff training and understanding pathways- looking at training programme for intervention.

ASB report – 270 people at Wallasey Youth Club.  221 back 4 or more times.  Working with Oldershaw School/ virtual baby and other activities.

Play – He’s somebody’s son – 1 hour- excellent play around bullying theme.

District Manager – collocation going ahead, Seacombe Children’s Centre and other bases, Mount Primary and Eastway.
Extended Services – Area Coordinators finish at the end of March.

Linkworker Report 
Presented and discussed.  Available on the Website.

The members thanked Hazel for her work over the last 2 years and presented her with flowers and chocolates as a farewell gift.  Hazel thanked members for their support over the last 2 years which has enabled the Link Forum to make good progress and to have a new 4 day a week post to take on the role at a time of great uncertainty and change but also a real opportunity for the VCF sector to play a major part in the future delivery of Children’s Services
Link Membership 
As always if anyone hears of organisations that are new or who are not members of Link Forum please let our new worker, Lynn Loughran know, or pass on website details to encourage them to join

Hazel Thompson

October 2010 

