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      Link Forum Minutes

                     March 31st 2010
Members Present
Peter Brandrick – Forum Housing, Co- Chair Link Forum

peterbrandrick@forumhousing.co.uk    649 9718 
Hazel Thompson - Link Worker

linkworker@btinternet.com   643 7479

Jenny-Lynn Summers – Link  Administration

Jenny.lynn.summers@vcawirral.org.uk   643 7479
Chris McMahon – Arch Initiatives

c.mcmahon@archinitiatives.com   647 8633
Viv Kenwright – Wirral CVS

Susan Goligher – WMO

info@wmo.org.uk   666 4437

Mary Kilcoyne – Catholic Children’s Society
mary@cathchildsoc.org.uk 

Michele Roberts – Crossroads Care, Cheshire & West Wirral

Michele@crossroadscaring.com   343 1960

Sue Tillotson – Girlguiding Wirral

registrations@girlguidingwirral.org.uk   653 5655

Sharon Williams – Adhd Foundation

shazawilliams@aol.com 
Sally Cerro-Hughes – Adhd Foundation

sally.ch@liverpooladhd.org.uk 
Apologies

Elly Daly – Arena Options (Our House)

Lesley New – WWCA

Jill Quayle – Tranmere Alliance

Jane Owens – Viking Youth Club

Lesley Rendle – Anglican Diocese of Chester

Dallas Ayling

Diane Challinor – Parent Partnership, WIRED
Bev Morgan – Home Start Wirral

Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes were received and agreed,.

Matters Arising
The CWDC course is over subscribed so some applications have been deferred until September 2010.

The Common Induction Programme and Workforce Development conference was discussed.  Some felt it was rushed and that there was nothing new.
Peter B mentioned that he was at 11 Downing Street on Budget day (Wednesday 24th March) and that Mrs Darling (wife of Alistair Darling) was very interested in the Link Forum, as was Peter Mandelson.

Commissioning

Commissioning Strategy – Commissioners need to be separated out –

Pooled Budgets

Lead Commissioners

Commissioning Officers

Commissioning Teams

The fact that it is Wirral’s money was also brought up.

Compact was mentioned & stated that Third Sectors work better together.

It was mentioned that every local authority has a commissioning champion and that ours is Tina Long (pct, NHS Wirral) and it was said that she tends to delegate most work to Rose Curtis.

Children’s Plan

The Link Forum has not been mentioned anywhere in the Plan, this has been challenged and is going to be looked at.  There must be a statement referencing who the Link Forum are because most things that have happened in the plan could not have happened without the Link Forum.
Serious Case Review (SCR)

Courses cannot be facilitated and paid for, for our sector, in the future.

Getting to the Core Meeting

Thursday July 1st 2010 at Acre Lane 9am – 1pm

Peter Brandrick would like 40 members of the Link Forum to be at this meeting.
Safeguarding

A Safeguarding video is available to all new Children’s Services workers to view during the first week at work.  It does not replace full Safeguarding training but raises awareness. It will be distributed at the Induction training Module 2.  If anyone wants a copy please contact Hazel or Jenny..
Bev will be attending a conference on Safeguarding Children and Parents with mental health issues and will feed back to Link Forum
Next Meeting

Wednesday 28th April
