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      Link Forum Minutes

                     January 27th 2010
Members Present
Bev Morgan - Home-Start, Co- Chair Link Forum

Peter Brandrick – Forum Housing, Co- Chair Link Forum

Hazel Thompson - Link Worker
Anna Kennedy – PSS   Young Carers

Gordon Johnstone – Pss Young Carers

Janet Gorst – Home- Start Wirral

Chris Parkins – WEB 

Chris McMahon – Arch Initiatives

Viv Kenwright – Wirral CVS

Susan Goligher – WMO

Sue Barker – Forum Housing

Rev. Dallas Ayling – Birkenhead Priory Parish

Diane Challinor – Wired 

Karen Christie – Wired 

Rev Dallas Ayling -  Minister, Christ the King 

Zoe Helms – PSS Young Carers

Mary Kilcoyne – Catholic Children’s Society   

Jo Beet – JSP , speaker

Apologies

Sue Tilotson
-  Guiding

Elly Daly – Arena Options (Our House)

Sally Cerro-Hughes – Youth Federation

Lesley New – WWCA

Jill Quayle – Tranmere Alliance

Jane Owens – Viking Youth Club
Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes were received and agreed,.

Matters Arising
Covered by the Agenda

Information Update
Organisations should be sending CAF returns each month.  If you are not completing a CAF but are involved in (TAC) meetings please include a comment about the number you are involved with.  Please submit a NIL return if no involvement as this shows that VCF sector are participating in the recording process.

Update: Nikki Kenny, CAF Quality Assurance Manager

Telephone: 07984 577456 Email: nikkikenny@wirral.gov.uk 

Four District Boards will remain for the next year when this will be reviewed.  Organisations can have a place on District Boards outside of Link if they would like to do this within their area.

Link Forum Joint Event with statutory sector

Planned for April but likely to be later in the year.  Liaison meeting 11th Feb will discuss.  Comments were made about Acre Lane being intimidating for some users so could other venues be considered.

Tots Group at the Priory is still looking for new members.

Jo Beet – Job Centre Plus
Jo is Child Care Partnership Manager for JSP – she feeds into the LA Child Care Sufficiency Review and looks at barriers to getting back to work

Jo will provide a copy of the information that she gave so that it can be circulated by e-mail and go on the website.  If you want to speak to Jo to arrange for her to come out to your organisation to speak toparents/carers, you can contact her on Tel:0151949 4119

Jo offers help into work for those who can and support for those who can’t.  Different approaches are now being taken around return to work.

JSP has restructured and applications are now taken by phone rather than visits.  Vodaphone offer free calls to the 0800 number.  The number of Centres has reduced from 600 to 70 with improved customer service using phone applications.  Incapacity benefit is being phased out. 

Specialist advisors are there for 18-24 year olds.  There is access to free training, support for stable drug and alcohol users.  There are back to work payments and a range of other incentives. Child maintenance is no longer counted towards benefits.and the CSA is going too.  There are a host of changes with the Welfare Reform Act sets out a framework for back into work

Safeguarding

A Safeguarding video is available to all new Children’s Services workers to view during the first week at work.  It does not replace full Safeguarding training but raises awareness. It will be distributed at the Induction training Module 2.  If an4 It will be distributed at the Induction training Module 2.  If anyone wants a copy please contact me.

Bev will be attending a conference on Safeguarding Children and Parents with mental health issues and will feed back to Link Forum

Survey- a 3rd Sector survey is planned.  Details circulated by e-mail

Bishop’s Summit  - directed around life expectancy in each side of the Borough – work done jointly by churches, who are looking to do more.  There is a presentation that Peter will forward – it is hoped a small group will look at how we can wor together to give support/ hope and improve life expectancy.

NASEN 16th March Anger Management and Emotional Learning £5 for members £7,50 non members, Contributions from parents
Next Meeting:  Wednesday 24th Feb  2010 at 12.30 at the St James Centre
