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      Link Forum Minutes

                     April 27th 2010
Members Present
Bev Morgan - Home-Start, Co- Chair Link Forum
Peter Brandrick – Forum Housing, Co- Chair Link Forum

Hazel Thompson - Link Worker
Sally Cerro-Hughes – ADHD Foundation, Liverpool
Viv Kenwright – Wirral CVS

Helen Wade – Ferries Family Groups
Sue Barker – Forum Housing

Jane Owens – Viking Youth Club
Diane Challinor – Wired 

Apologies

Sue Tilotson
-  Guiding

Elly Daly – Arena Options (Our House)

Lesley New – WWCA

Jill Quayle – Tranmere Alliance

Jane Owens – Viking Youth Club

Rev Dallas Ayling – Christ the King Parish
Carol Pagett  Sea Scouts

Mary Kilcoyne CCS

Chris McMahon – ARCH Pnitiatives
Minutes of previous meeting

Minutes were received and agreed,.

Matters Arising
Covered by the Agenda

Information Update

Parental Mental Health identified as a major issue for all organisations.  LSCB will be delivering mental health training highlighting referral pathways but has not the capacity to meet all needs.  VCF sector could do awareness raising.  The possibility of a voluntary module on Parental Mental Health as part of the induction programme was discussed.
Funding from CWDC has been extended for a further year but will go directly to statutory sector to continue ework of VCF sector from last 3 years.

If people want to have stands at the event on 1st July need to contact Peter.

WIRED

Six Independent Parental Supporters have been recruited and trained to support parents in schools around SEN

VIKING

Open 4 nights per week, early evening Friday for under 12’s

Enjoy and Achieve 
Jane now represents School Governors on this group and not Link Forum.  There is a report going to the Enjoy and Achieve Group on “Enjoyment” – see Link Website.  Thank you to Sue Tillotson, GirlGuiding, Craig, Viking and Bev from Home Start for contributing to the report.
As an example of VCF sector input 3,000 girls per week from age 5 years and up attend girl guiding meetings. Reps need to be proactive in promoting the work of the VCF sector to show how much we do.

LAC achievement – what can Looked after Children expect from the Corporate Parent 
CASE STUDY

Link Forum has been asked to provide a Case Study for Howard Cooper to show what we do etc.  Peter Brandrick to supply this.

THINK FAMILY AGENDA

What will the journey be for this initiative- will there be changes to e.g Team around the Family?
Out of Borough Placements – there is a lack of Autism specific provision in Wirral – costs very high for out of Borough Placements 

Reports from Reps

WALLASEY DISTRICT BOARD –Group will meet 4 times per year and report to Children’s Trust Board. Domestic Violence and Anti Social Behaviour are 2 areas for focus.

CAF – Nicky Kenny has produced a model CAF as part of the Quality Assurance Group. CAF Training is an issue.  Info sharing co-ordinators are being introduced to release staff to do other work. VCF sector are often involved mainly in pre CAF as they work preventively. Many VCF attend TAC meetings

Nicky will be attending Link next month in her new role as Principal Manager.
Sue Barker to provide Action Plan process for meetings etc.

BEING HEALTHY

Presentation on reducing differences in uptake of immunisation. Also on reducing smoking, road injuries, unintentional injuries.
Healthy schools –all achieved national healthy school status.

40 minute training sessions available around Frasier Guidelines (helping workers to give information to young people to promote positive mental health)
There has been a decrease in teenage Pregnancy rates on Wirral.  Teenage Pregnancy Champions to promote positive sexual health , have quarterly meetings and regular updates.  Brook are developing a database to evidence decreasing TP rates.

Two new social workers will work with children of drug using parents.

A new Family and Baby Support service will link Children’s Centres with neonatal services through Family Support workers.

Schools.  All children must participate in 110 mins of sport each week

Ferries Family Groups – 

Helen is on the advisory group for Children’s Centres.  Concerns have been raised that families are self referring to Ferries with children of 18 months old because Children’s Centre services  do not provide for their needs.

Childrens Centres are not reaching disadvantaged families as they will not engage.

Independent Parental Supporters are hoping to do drop ins at 5 of the Children’s Centre.
Sally Cerro-Hughes

Now working for the ADHD Foundation in Liverpool.  Lots of requests received from Wirral and hoping to set something up here

A Six week skills building course is available – Managing ADHD

1:1 coaching available for young people

Training for ADHD Awareness 

Participation Worker

Heart Math available

Website www.adhdfoundation.org.uk  (press control and click mouse to go to website)

In Wirral referrals go to CAMHS
Lots of organisations on Wirral are working with children who are ADHD without support and a real need for specific services has been identified
Representation

Peter and Bev would welcome input from Link members to support Link Forum Reps

In future, Representatives will automatically be members of the Management Board.to increase the number of people who are involved in decision making.  Sometimes there is short notice for decisions and not time to ask everyone.  No additional work will be required from reps apart from attendance at management meetings on the Link Forum meeting day.

There are lots of benefits for reps.  Bev and Hazel are hoping to complete reps packs  in time for the May meeting.

Anyone who is interested in becoming a rep and those who are existing reps should come to the meeting set an hour before the May Link Forum.

If anyone is attending a group representing Link or their own organisation it would be helpful for them to attend the meeting 
Next Meeting:  Wednesday 26th May  2010 at 12.30 at the St James Centre

MEETING FOR REPS AND POTENTIAL REPS WILL BE AT 11.30 SAME DAY
