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The minutes of the previous Link Forum meeting will be available on the website. www.wirrallinkforum.org.uk
Workforce Development / INDUCTION TRAINING
The second pilot is well under way with over 20 participants involved and a waiting list of over a dozen waiting for the course in September.  There are still some issues around co-ordination and availability of trainers that will hopefully be resolved over the next couple of months with the appointment of a co-ordinator role.

Link Forum also needs to continue to participate in the programme through CWDC funding which has been given to Local Authority to continue to develop existing partnership working with the 3rd sector that has been funded for the last 3 years.  
Capacity Building Funding is available to provide 25,000 training opportunities for 5 priority training areas, some of which are covered in the induction programme but which will be delivered through regional co-ordinating bodies who will work with a range of delivery agents.

Hamilton Building/ Commissioning
Aiming High Commissioning is now underway.  This is thought to be the last round of this funding and again there will be voluntary sector involvement in the process of allocating funding to organisations to deliver the programmes.

Extended Schools/Services
No further information on extended services steering group – still awaiting minutes from the last meeting.

Mary Kilcoyne has requested that if any services are working in the Oxton Prenton area that Liz Appleby will pass information on to cluster meetings for that area.
NW Network Group Meeting

An interesting meeting in which we looked at levels of funding that had been commissioned or allocated to VCF.  Some areas all or most of the funding for youth services goes to VCF whereas in others it remains with local authority.  Figures were kept anonymous for confidentiality purposes but showed the range across north west.

Capacity Building Funding referred to above was discussed by Liz Harding from NWRYWU.  The training will not be free but will be low cost and there will be approx 600 places per area.to ensure training for working with 0-19’s Agencies are being asked to show an expression of interest in delivery.  
Steering Group Meeting

Next meeting is 27th May.  VCAW is moving to the Fire Station in Birkenhead in July.  Further information to follow as my address will change and possibly the land line number 
Representative Packs

Some work has been done in developing these packs.  Bolton have just published an excellent on line 3rd sector strategic document which is something we might like to emulate 
VCAW

As before Jenny- Lynn is now sending out most of the information to be circulated.  If you are sending something to me which is not for general circulation, it would help Jenny if you could mark it for my attention and let Jenny know it is not for general circulation
Link Members Recruitment. As usual - please advise me of potential new members of Link. 
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